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 WASHINGTON

| EIBBATY AND UNION, NOW AND FORKEVENR K vei
INSEPARABLE."

THURSDAY, JULY 9, 1868.

THE DEFEAT OF GEN. LEE.
. Wae need not direct the attention of our readers

to the continuation of the narrative we to-day give
respecting the recent terrible battles in the State
of The military operations in this
State have for the last fow days held the whole
cruntry in breathless suspense, because of the mag-
nitude of the issues depending on the uncertain
arbitrament of the bloody wager to which they
were submitted in the eyes of the nation. It was
generally felt that the complexion of the fature
would be largely determined by the result of the
battles that must ensue from the daring invasion
of Gen, Lee, and the recognised skill of that cfficer
conspired, with other copsiderations which we need
not enumerate, to create the liveliest solicitude in
the breasts of all.

| The war-cloud that lowered so portentously over

, the land has now spent its fury, and, after a strug-
gle of unprecedented ferocily, the army of Gen.
Lee, with diminished ranks and shattered columns,
is endeavoring to offect its retreat into Virginia,
The valor of the brave Army of the Potomao, so
often proved before on many an ensanguined field,
has been again most signally illustrated, and
crowned with a success which sheds a lustre
equally on it and on the new leader, who was
called under circumstances of such intermingled
_opportunity and difficulty to give the first evi
dences of his ekill ard energy as the commander of
a great army.

The saddest thing in war is a great defeat, and
the mext saddest thing is a great victory, for the
voioe of weeping, lamentation, and woe over those
lost to country and friends mingles alike with the
shouts of the viotors and the ories of the vanquish-
ed. Nor js it possible in a war like this—bellum
plusquam eivile—to forget, in the sight of every
stricken battle-field, that victor and vanquished,
with all who fall or suffer in the ranks of one or
the other, are brethren, made rather to respect and
love one. amother than to delight in the unnatural
strife which has placed in their hands the weapons
of mutusl destruction. Let us hope that the
bloody drama whose swelling scenes are now pass-
ing before the eyes of the nation may soon approach
its dénouement,

THE CONWAY CORRESPONDENCE.
We published, a few days ago, the correspon-

dence which has recently been had in Loudon |}

between the Rev. Mowcumre D. Cowway, who
represents himself as an agent of *the leading
Abolitionists of Americs,”” and the Hon. James
M. Mason, the Commissioner of the Confederate
"States. In bis opening letter, Mr. Conway,, it
will be remembered, made the following propo-
sition : -

“If the Btales calling themselves ‘the Coofederate
States of America’ will consent to emancipate the negro
slaves in those States, such emancipation to be guarantied
;LSM!““.IM such hm“:o be allowed f:::bt:
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We know nothing of the suspices under which
Mr. Conway has made his appearance in London.
That he had no credentials by which to authenti-
cate his representative character, or to certify the
nature of his mission, was sufficiently proved by
the fact that, when interrogated on these points
by Mr. Mason, he had.no other reply to make than

the following:

o1 eould ensily give you the evidenes that I represent
the views of the Abolitionists of America, but
with regard to the specisl offar which I have made I have

cluded that it waa best to write out to' Ameriea and
obtain the evideace of my right to make it in a form which
will preclade any doubt ss to its sufficiency.”

Those who know Mr. Conway (and he is well
known in this oity, from his former residence
among us) will readily perceive the source of the
error into which he has fallen. Giving to his anti-
slavery ideas a preponderance which disqualifies
him for the formation of well-balanced and judi-
cious determinations in matters ooncerning the
supposed welfare of the slave, he avows his readie
ness to sacrifice all other politioal interests and
principles affecting the welfare and integrity of the
United States provided emancipation can be ate
tained. Thia latter is with him the paramount
eonsideration. Similar views, the offspring of the
samo inspirations, have beon snnounced by Mr.
Wendell Phillips; of Boston, and by the Hon.
Martia F. Conway, s« member of the last House of

' from the State of Kanses. How
widdly the same sentiment prevails among this
clsss of politicians wo are unable to say, but are
inclined to doubt whether Mr. Conway will be able
to find many among his friends who are ready to

It ismot to be presumed that this proposition
was made by him with any eriminal intent, how-
ever injudicions it msy have been, and however
obvioualy it falls under the pains and penalties de-
nounced by a statute of the last Congress, framed
and introduced by Mr. Senator Sumner, It is
known that the Fifth Congress of the United States,
by an not passed on the 30th of January, 1799,
probibited all and  vor.

bal or in writing, direct or indireot, by any sitizen, |

at home or abroad, with any officer or agent of or
any person sympathiziog with a ¢ foreign Govern-
. ment,” with & viow to change, modify, or thwart
the measures of the United Btates. As this nct in
terms related only to a ¢ foreign Government,” it
was doubtful whether it could be made to apply to
onse of a citizen or communi-

irregular diplo-
, the Inst Congress passed an aot ing the
' ulpndd-.l.:u-da.l:'ﬂi.‘
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of the last Congress infringed by Mr. Conway is
as follows :
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of

the Unmited Statis of Awerica in € arsembled ,
if any pereon, being s resident of the United Biates,

or being a citizen k reaiding in Inum
ot the “"-m or nutlw'my of

country, shall, without

Governwent ot the United es, und with the intent to
defeat the messures of the said Government, or t» weaken
in any way their ¢ffiency, hold or commenes, directly or
indireetly, auy or intercourse, written or
verbul, with the present pretended rebel Government, or
with any « fliser or agent thersof, or with any other indivi-
dual or therewilh ; or if any such per-
son above , not duly suthorized, shall ovunsel or
aseist in any such correspondence or intereourse, with
intent as sfuresaid, be shull be deemed guilty of a hiEh
misdemennor, and on eonvielion before nuy court of the
United States baving jorisdiction thereof, shall be pun-
ished by a fine not exceeding ten thousand dollars, und by
imprisonment not less than six months nor exceeding five

HIH.
”ﬂn; 2 And be it further enacted, That where the offence
is committed in any foreign eountry, the distriet eourt of
the United Btates for the district where the offender shall
be first arrested shall have jurisdiction thereof.

The “ conversations’” had with Lord Lyors in
New York by some of the “conservative | aders,”
asreported by him to Earl Russell, after the last Oe-
tober electivns, gave, itis known, great umbrage to
some of our citizens, who supposed themsélves to
see in the fact and matter of such conversations the
evidence of disloyal desigas sufficient to impeach
the patriotism of a large mass of their countrywen.
It remains to be seen whether the persons who
were then so swift to level their desunciations at
assumed political offenders, will be cqually prompt
and jealops and suspicious in questioning the
loyalty of the parties for whom Mr. Conway as-
sumes to speak in offering to pestpone the cause of
the Union to the cause of emancipation.

The New York Commercial Advertiser, an Ad-
ministration journal, comments on ‘the Conway
correspondence” in the following terms :

“No sooner is this correspondence made public here
than the Abolitionists seek to r:rmlim it. Tbe Tribune
denounces Mr. Conway ; and Mr. Garrison, whose name
bas b=¢n mentioned in connexion with the affair, aays that
the Abolitionists with whom he is identified bave not been
guilty of the folly snd glr:tmption of authorizing sny such

roposition, and that Mr, Conway, who 1s in Englaud on
is own responsibility, will have no eadorsement from
them. It is not to be disguised that the inconsiderste
speech of some leaders of sboliticn thought have pro-
dueed sa impression that the abolitiovists are willing to
sacrifice the Union to slavery, snd to choosa peace and
disunion, provided ooly the peculiar institution may be
sbolished. This opinion is held by few, very few i A
but as many are suspected of faith in this fatal and
treasonable Leresy, it is perhaps well that an opportunity
i given them to disclaim all connexion with these plotters
of disunion, These are times wbea it is important to
know precisely where we stand. Copperheads may lurk
as well under the shadow of the Tabernucle an within the
retreats of Mozart Hall.

“The folly of the proposition made by this self sufficient
envoy is evident from the fact that he promises to “ cause
the war to cease by the immediate withdrawal of every
kind of support from it’ One kind of support, that of
actual presence in the field, Mr. Conway aud hia friends
bave never very abundantly yielded to the war, nud as to
* materisl hlid.‘ that .di: a!r provided for ﬁm;lhnr y;:r,
Congress ha mi @ DOCessary a ations. Mr.
Conwey's ':&' is hrdlyr’ltrgi%ol:nough in the
vext Congress to mm much hope of a repesl of the
legialation on this su ; 7

* There has been far too much of this self-constituted
diplomacy in this war, and it is time a stop was put to it

the atrong hand of the law. Many were clamorous
last winter for the punishment of those who had made
peace propositions to the Richmond powers, and no lan-
quage was too severe to be applied to them. The public
‘judgment was right in making the demand. The diffioulty
was, that no case was made out. Propositions and plans
of settlement faded iuto thin air as soon as an atlempt was
made to define them. Least of all was any one willing to
stand sponsor for them. But here is & proposition and an
jnuthor. and the two together make up u case for a grand
“r'.‘l

A PROPOSED CONFEDERATE MISSION.

Some notice of the incident related below having
found its way into the New York papers, we have
enabled ourselves to communicate to our readers &
correet and suthoritative statement of the af.
fair. We were already in possession of some in~
timation of the transaction, but did not think pro-
per to make any allusion to it until more accurately
informed and feeling authorized to make it publie.

resenla lves

On Sunday, the 5th instant, the Secretary of
War received a despatch from Col. Ludiow, the
United States Commissioner for exchange of pri-
soners of war, attached to the staff of Major Gen.
Dix, commander of the Department of Virginia, to
the effect that ¢ Alexander H. Stephens, Military
Commissioner for the Confederate States,” had pre-
sented himself in a “ Confederate’” steamer under
a flag of truce, and stated to Col: Ludlow that he
was the bearer of a communication in writing from
¢ Jefferson Davis, commander-in-chief of the land
and naval forees of the Confederate States of Ame-
riea,” to ‘“ Abraham Lincoln, commander in-chief
of the land and naval forces of the United States
of America,” and that he desired to proceed in the
same Confederate steamer to Washington to deliver
the said communication, attended only by Robert
Ould, as secretary, for the purpose of conferring
upon the subjects of the aforesaid communication,
and the cofficers and crew of tho steamer. The
Becretary of the Navy on the same day received a
similar despatch from Acting Rear Admiral Lee,
in command of the United States Squadron in
Hampton Roads.

On Monday the Secretary of War and the Secre-
tary of the Navy respectively answered Colonel
Ludlow and Rear Admiral Lee, that “The re-
quest of Alexander M. Stephens is inadmissible.
The agents and channels are adequate
for all needful military communication and confer-
ence between the United Btates foroes and the

insurgents.”

IMPORTANT ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATIONS.

The annual vimtation of the English Royal Observatory
was made on the 6th of June. Professor AIRY, iu his re-
port of his proceedings, says that be has commenced a se-
riea of observations on star spectra—a braoeh of physical
inquiry which of Iste has attracted great general intarest,
and which may yet lead to most important resuits. He
says, also, that from observations of the planet Mars, com-
pared with other observations made in Australin, n yalue
of the solar parallsx bhas been obtained “ excseding the re-
ceived value by about 1-24th part.”" Thisshows the earth
to be nearer the sun by several millions of miles than has
been supposed, and independent investigations made of
Inte by other nstronomera bave led to the same result. It
in also mentioned in the report that s new determination
of the direction of movement of the solar syatem in space
has been made, takiog into sccount a very large number
of stars, (shove one thousand, ) the result of which inves-
ligation supports the already obtained by other

MOVEMENT ON THE PENINSULA.
ForTress MowRor, JuLy 7.—Adviees from White
House say that on the lst Gen. Getty, with 10,000 men,
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prooeeded from that point for the purposs of destroying the
' h-*o: ‘#‘I . pmth

LDy

OUR BECOND EDUCATION.

Nothing is more certain than that the outbreak
of the present war found the people of the Uunited
Btates less imbued with the principles aud even
less familiar with the provisions of the Cunstitu-
tion than were their predecessors atany former pe-
riod in the history of the country.

The generation contewporsneous with the for-
mation of the Conititutioa, partaking as they did
in the discussions which every where preceded
and attended its udoption, were oot only profound-
ly impressed with the value but also deeply in-
doetrinated in the principles of that great instru-
went, which it had taxed the highest wisdom of
our fathers to frame. . -

After the Constitution had been ratified by the
Btates and the National Government had been
reared ou its present hasis, a great part of the po-
litical activity of the conntry was spent for many
years in the discussion of purely constitutional
questions which were raised by the practical ope-
rations of the Government under its new charter.
The nature, scope, application, and limitations of
the powers granted by the Constitution furnished
for a long period the chief subjects of partissn
division and debate, until at last ¢ construe-
tion construed’” had nearly speot its force, and
the instrument, in all its essential features, gradu-
slly took on a defigite “form and pressure,” re-
'sulting from established precedents in the admin-
istration of affairs.

To this age of constitutional interpretation suc-
cecded the period of adwinistrative measures,
based mainly on considerationa of politieal ecomo-
my, and expressing the different views which ob-
toined among different denominations of men with
rezard to certain leading (uestions of public expe-
diescy. Constitutional questions continued, it is
true, to be warmly discussed in connexion with
these measures, but it was evident that men dif-
fered more from the foree of a econceived diver-
geney of intercots than from a simple diversity of
opinion as to the true meaning of the Constitu-
tion.

This supposed divergenoy of interests led to the
formation of parties, organized for the assértion no
longer of mere theoretieal principles but of material
wants, implieating first the cupidity and then the
passions of their respective adherents. All that
was selfish in human pature graduoally conspired
with all that was vindictive to give to our political
contests a ferocity which rendered men ag insensi-
ble to the teachings of the Constitution as they
were deaf to the voice of reason. This was the pe-
riod of organized politics—when polities were
pursued as a trade, and when the retainers of
party ocould be led captive at the will of dema-
gogues, every where appealing to the grosser in-
stinets and prejudices of their respective follow-
ers—until in the end this civium ardor prava
jubentium degenerated into a sectional wrangle
whose din and discord drowned every other
appeal.

Amid such excited disputants the Constitution
had but little chance to be heard on the ome side
or the other, and men showed only too significant-
ly that they heeded but little its injunctions. There
waa s noise of politieal riot in the land long before the
sounds of cannon brought the pation to its feet in
astruggle with armed sedition, which latter was the
culmination of a growing disregard for the Constitu-
tion of the country. The people, thus led into politi-
oal captivity, forgot the language and the laws .of
the fathers. They spoke in a strange speech of
hatred and passion, and they trampled on the rights
guarantied by the ancestral covenants. This alien-
ation has finally brought us into the depths of our
present troubles and distresses.

But the very extremity of the evils under which
we now suffer is causing men every where to pon-
der the paths they have been treading, and day by
day it grows only more and more clear that our
only safety is to be found in returning to the trs-
ditions from which we have, as a nation, aposta-
tized. We must return to the first prineiples of
the Government—to a respect for law and order as
the baais of respect for each other’s rights and im-
munities. The law is the bond of peace nas it is
the bond of union, and we must be re-educated in
the precepts of law snd restored to acquiescence in
its sanctions, . So Kzra read afresh to the Jewish
people, after the return from captivity, the
“words of the law,” which had fallen into forget-
fulness among them while they dwelt in the strange
land into which they had been led only because of
their unfaithfulness to the teachings of their Di-

vine Legislator.

We are to-day learners in a hard school, but the
whole nation will profitin the sequel by the lessons
it is receiving in the fires of adversity, and as it
becomes more and more imbued with that wisdom
whose ways are ways of pleasantness and whose

paths are paths of peace, it will more and more re-

whose example it has so widely departed.
We have been reminded of this encouragiog
prospect—a bright outlook from the darkness that

tions of Governor Seymour, of New York, as con-
tained in a speech delivered by him on the Fourth
of July. He said :

;
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turn to the spirit and temper of the fathera from | pre

now envelopes the land—by the following reflec- | Promote

leass fauativs, for the greab iples of liberty and
hll“inthairr ples .

that those I'iﬁll
snd liberties are established. seen in our land
small parties, each an incousi minority in the secs
tou of country where they existed, but men of parpose,

wen of zeul, wen of fanaticis.  'We have seen them wage
& war upon the Constitution of your eountry with s per-
sistenc s and power thut have, at lsat, shaken it to its very
foundation, sud brought us to-day 1o the very brink of na-.
i ruin. We have seon what zeal snd purpose eould
do when it was opposed ouly by s dull meatal aequiescence
in great truths. What may we not Lope that we may oot
do when the great majority of the Americin psopls have &
fervent longiug sud vital faith in these principles which
you have heard sud read, snd who propose to maintsin
them ut every cost and at every hllll'g ?

“ Do you wish for peace? Do .you wish for victory ?
Do you wish for the restoration of our ustiovsl privileges !
Here lies the pathway, sud let the Ameriean peopls once
learn the full value of their liberties, au our fathers did,
und the battle is fought and woon, Without this, my
friends, war can bring you no suecess—peace ean give you
oo quiel uotil the American peopls are thus educated and
elovated, and I believe they are rapidly becoming educated
aud elevated.  Until that takes place war or
mere. meident of the great underlying causes of convulsion
which have affected our land and sbaken our institutions
to their very cootra, Kemember this, that the great un-
derlyiog cause of this war, I care not what particulsr ap-
lication you may give to it, what your particulsr views may
lead you to attribute it to, one special cause or another
special cause ; but there is one great underlying general
cause, which wust be removed before it can be restored,
and that cuuse was indifference to our rights, indifference
to our liberties, and want of proper intel with re-

to our owu country, and want of an elevated wisdow

could understaud the duties of American oitizenship
When you Lave gained this, peasa will be restored ; when
you bave gaincd. this, all the world can see that we bave
gone back to the wisdom of our fathers, and that we ars
again sustaining institations that invited the whole world
to their shelter and protection—iostitutions that made us,
but three short years ago, the most glorious nation on the
foce of ths earth. When we have agaio restored that
virtue and that intelligence, our country will again be re-
stored to its former greatuess and to its former glory.
But, my friends, any thing sbort of this will disappoint your
hopes. No victory can restore greatuess and glory and
power to & people who are unworthy of liberty. No peace
will bring back pr.:serity toa which eannot under-

stand the great pri »# upon which governments should
be fonndo’, ul?tha gl:nt objects for 8:hich governments
are institnted.

“Let us resolve, upon this sacred day, \hat we will
hereafter stand by the Constitution of country, the
wer of the Government, and the rights of the Btates,
he privilege of the citizen, and the independence and the
purity of the Judieiary. Whatever others msy do, let us
show ourselves obedient and respectiul to the suthorities
acting within the limits of their constitutional jurisdictions,
and at the same time show ourselves resolute in the mnin-
tenance of our own rights. Let us do our duty and de-
mand our rights. Let us do our duty cheerfully, prompt-
ly, and faithfully. Let us demsnd our rights resolutely
aod firmly, in all their fullness. He who fails to do bis
duty is untrue to hia coun He who fails to demand
zil righta is false to the prineiples of liberty end of free-
um.l‘

“ REUNION BY EXPANSION."

Mr. Elihu Burritt, ;puhriy known as ‘the
Learned Blacksmith,”” and who it seems is now
sojourning in London, has recently propounded
from that eity a plan for the termination of the
present war and for a ‘“re-annexation’ of the
Seceded States to the American Union, no longer,
however, as integral members of that Union, after
the manner of the Loyal States, but as a distinct
political community, to be joined with Canads and
Mexico in forming around the Federal Government
a “Nation’s Union,” embracing them all in a
limited political fellowship.

1t would be diffioult to conceive of a scheme
more ideal or impracticable than this, and yet it
is gravely promulgated by its author as affording
a “golution ”” of the American problem. He in-
vites for it the * thoughtful attention "’ of Ameri-
oan readers, and expresses the conviction that
many of them may be prepared, by the experiences
of the last two years, and by the aspeets of that
future that seems to threaten us, to give more se~
rious consideration to this plan  of restoring peaoce
and of reconstructing the Union, not only as it was,
but such as multitudes of all seotions aspired to
gee it in the old days of American patriotism and
prosperity.’

In order to exhibit in its full proportion the
smiable delusion under which Mr. Burritt labors
in proposing such an impossible plan, we cite its
leading features, as sketched by him, in the follow-
ing terms :

“ The solution of this tremendous crisis, which I would
de’erentially propose, is this : That we concede to the
Confederate gma the same footing on which we would
readily admit into union with us the Mexican b-
lic snd the British pr?i:uu ﬂ;o::“ wﬂ:;\ .

¥ e

m ?rﬂ?:qﬁ be usrcia:d without 1m ae
the united action and attitade of the United Nations o
Ameriea towards foreign Powers. This relationship the
Confederate States would doubtiess readily and gladiy ac-
ocept. would be worth as much to us in that rela-
tionship as in the one that existed between us immediately
before their rebellion. It will be only twisting the dozen

rate cords which once connected their asveral States

with us into one national hawser, retaining all their
strength. It will be & pominal instalment of that inde-
pendence for which they have mads mh&mdlﬁu efforts
and sacrifices. It will save them from that utter and un-
mitigated humilistion which their pride will impel them
to resist to the last bitter end of complets exhaustion. It
will be reconstrueting the Union on & basis of mutual voli-
tion and interest, instaad of holding it together with the
grappling-irons of military force.

- the Confoderate States should succumb and
give up the -lrugﬂenl the first of June, and come back
into the Union they bave endeavored to destroy, and be
readmitted precisely on their old footing, under the Con-
stitution as it is, and s it was in the beginning. Is there

meeting yearly in & of their own, at Richmond
or lootgonor;. provided their did not infringe

the prerogatives of the National Government at
mm? nl)-'ur instance, as a Confederscy, they have
contracted large and heavy debts at home and abroad to
carry on the war North. When the war is
over, can we force s by an act of Congrees, to i

revenue
ernment ! Have we an t or power to prevent or dis-
solve any sectional of Btates, organized to

the interests of North, Bouth, or Weat,

“Then, if after all treasure which will:
still be required to reduce the Confederate States, we
should be w ‘that they should retain an innocuous
form of when the war is over, why not con-
cede to them at once the limited natiooality which ":‘
would ‘and which would form the basia
beginning of the Nations of America—a Unlon that
should ultimately embrace the whole continent, and con-
stitute s Power in the world which should realize the
logitimate aspirations of patriotism aod philsnthrophy 1"’

The defeot in Mr. Barritt's “plan” is that
neither Canada, the United Btates, the so-called
Confederate States, nor Mexico, are likely to ac-
oept it, or ever to hear of it as other than the vision
of a dreamer. If it could be tried, the experiment
the points of contact
between alionated and heterogeneous nationalities.
It is lawful to construot such polities in the Ne-
phelococoygia of the Grecian dramatist, but the
real every-day world of men in the flesh has no
room for them. '

GENERAL SBICKLES.
Moejor General BICKLES, who whas severely wouunded in

the battle of Thursdsy Inst at Gettyaburg, (his right leg

BURRENDER OF VICKSBURG.

From the subjoined brief despatch of Acting
Adumiral Porter the reader will learn that the town
of Vicksburg, so long closely besieged by the Union
forces and so long successfully defended by its gar-
rison, bas at last surrendered. This event was not
unexpected, but its magoitude is pone the less
clear to all, the importance of the position being
sufficiently attested by the vigorous and uninter-
mitting efforts put forth for its capture, and by the
stubborn and hercio resistance which has delayed
this consummation for o mavy mooths. We are
as yet unapprized of all the ecircumstanecs under
which the surrender was wade, or of the material
results which, hesides the important position se-
cured, are involved in the transaction. The pe-
litical and military relations of that position, con-
sidered with special reference to the opening of the
Mississippi river, are too familiar and apparent to
need enforcement at present, Relieved from the
operations so long directed to the capture of this
place, Gen. Grant, it is presumed, will specdily
combine with Gen. Bunks to effeet the reduction
of Port Hudsov, and thus complete the work of
opening the Mississippi to the navigation and pes-
session of the National Government from itesource
to its mouth.

UnITeD STATES MISSISSIPPT SQUADRON,
Flag Ship Black Hawk, Vicksbury, July 4, 1863,
To Hon. GipEON WELLES, Secrofary of the Navy.

8 : I have the bonor to inform yon that Vieksburg
surrendered to the United States forces on this Fonrth of
July.

i Very raepoctfully, your obedient servant,

D. D. PorTER,
Aoting Rear Admiral,

UNOFFICIAL DESPATCH,

Caro, JULY 7.—The despatch boat bhas just arrived
from Vicksburg. She left at ten o'elock on Sunday
morning.

The passengers announce that Gen. Pemberton sent a
flag of truce on the morning of the 4th of July, and of-
fured to surrender if his men were allowed to mareh out.
Gen. Graot is reported to bave replied that no men should
leave excepting as prisoners of wur. Gen. Pemberton
then, after ecnsultation with his commanders, uoeondition-
ally surrendered. This nows is considered perfectly re-
liable. = }
ANOTHER VICTORY.

REBEL ATTACK AND REPULSE AT HELENA.

Camo, Jury 7.—Between eight and ten thoussnd rebels
under Holmes, Price, and Marmaduke, made an attack on
Heleona on the meruing of the 4th. They advanced in three
columns, but the roughness of the ground was such as to
prevent the rebels from bringing up their artillery, and
they attempted to carry the works by asssult. The centre
column ebarged in the direction of Fort Curtis and took
three lines of riflo-pits. The flank attack was not so suc-
oessful, which subjected the ceatre to an enfilading fire,
which swept them down in great numbers. They were
soon surrounded, and one whole brigade, or what was left
of it, numberiog 840, fell in our hands, 740 of whem ar-
rived here this morning, among them Col. Lewis, of the
Seventh Missouri, Col. Johnson, nud Col. Bell. Gen Pren-
tiss was aware of the coutemplated attack, and was pre-
pared. He had about 4,000 men, and was aesisted by the
gunbost Tyler. Prisoners eay the attack will be renawed.
The battle commenced at 4 A. M. and continued till 10 A.
M. The rebel logs is filteen hundred in killed, wounded,
and prisoners. The entire Federal loas was not over one
hundred. Gen. Prentiss in confident that he can repel any
assault made. It is thought the rebel depredations near
Lake Providence were to draw the gunboata to that poing,
thus to give them a better opportunity at Helena

OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION

HEADQUARTERS SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Memphis, ( Tenn.) Juy 5, 1862 — Noon.
Major General HALLECK, General-in-Chief :

Prentiss was sttached in force by the rebels under
Holmes and Price on yesterday. e estimates their force
at fifteen thousand, I think nine thousand will cover their
strength. Prentiss sustained their attack until 3 P. M.
from daylight, when the rebels were repulsed st all pointe,
leaving twelve hundred prisoners. Their loss in killed and
wounded is about from five to six hundred. Prentiss loat
about sixty. He bas already sent me eight hundred and
sixty prisoners, which I send to Alton to-day on the  Sil

ver Moon "' 8. A. HurLBURT,
Mbsjor General Commnanding

FROM EUROPE.

Advices from Ewrope, two days later, resch ug by the
steamabip Asia, which arrivedat Halifax on Toesday, huving
left Liverpool on the 27 th and Queenstown on the 25th ultime,
In the House of Lords, on the 26th, Earl Russell denied
that Louis Napoleon had resewad his overtures for joint
mediation between the North and South. Mr. Roebuek an-
nounced in the House of Commons that he should briag
on his motion for the recognition of the Bouth an the 30th.
The London press was taking ground in favor of interven-
tion. The custéin-house suthorities at Liverpool had noti-
fied the agents of the steamer Ghbraltar (formerly the
Sumter) that thé guns of largs ealibre on board must be
landed, or the ship would be detnined on suspicion that
they were intended for the ** Confederates.” The news of
Gen. Lea's advance into the Loysl States had been re-
ceived in England by the Persia, and the impression pre-
vailed that he had made & mistake. The Polish question
presents no new aspects. The joirnals are engaged in
discussing the probabilities of & war. Meantime the Poles
have defeated the Russinns near Widawaw, capturing six
guns. There had been very little change in the markets
sineco the siling of the previous steamer. Consols D2
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NEW HAMPSHIRE.

The Judieiary of New Hampshire have given su opinion
declaring that the soldiers’ voting proposition, passed by
the Iate Legislature of that State, is opposed to the spirit
and lettor of the Constitution, as well as the common aw,
which requirea the presence of the voter at the polls.
Beveral practical objectiona to tha bill are also mentioned
in the opinion. The opinion 1w sigued by Chief Justice
Bell, and Associate Justices Bellows, Newmith, and Bart-
latt.

A GREAT EXPLOIT—MILROY'S WAGON TRAIN.

From the Baltimore American of Last Evening,

Capt. E. . Fitch, depot quartermaster at Martinsburg,
Virginia, arrived in this city to-dsy about ane o'elock, with
his train of horses, wagons, and Government wstores,
amounting to ovor one and a half millions. It will bo re-
collected that it was said that much of this property had
been destroyed and eaptured by the rebels on Gen. Mil-
roy's retreat from Martineburg lnet SBunday week.

Capt. Fiteh, with his able and efficicot superintendent
of transportation, Courtiand Rows, and George B, Doraey,
forage-maaster, in. this ever to be remembered retreat, have
gained & reputation for perseverance and dariog that can
hardly be too highly appreciated by the Government and
poople. It will be superfluous to give at thie time \he
full details of every thing eovnected with this unparalleled
safe retreat, aa nothing Capt. I'iteh started with was eap
tured by the rebels, and he, with his nids above-named,
waere the Iast to leave Martioaburg, as the rebals had en
tared the town before they lelt, snd G. B. Dorsey, forage-
master, set fire to the forage building while the rebels
were firing and shelling the town, and Ross had just got
into the wagon the iron safe that contained all the most
valuable re and n very large amount of Government
funds. IE the property saved were forty ears londed
with rmastor's stores, which safely arrived in this
city a few daya since hiilllﬂ Baitimore aud Ohio railroad

¥. han now with him a large amount of property—
, horses, and men. He got safely into Hurrisburg,
Ivania, with 1,162 horaes, 35 mules, 7 ambulanoos,
wagona, and harness for ten ambulances, and 325 sata

e
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FROM PORT RUDSON] = o

The ateamship Cabawbs, whose arrival at Fortress Mod+
roe from New Orleans, was aonounced a day or two ago,
has reached New York, briogiog New Ocleans journalsasd
correspondence to the 30th wltimo. The fullowing extracts
from the latest letters appear to embrace all the news:

New OnrLeans, Juse 30, 1563

Matiers at Port Hudson are forward wilh o steadi-
ness sod energy which refleet gresb cradit upon both offi,
cu'rl-:hlnd mr.‘;, r o il - wli y

o grand point of the rel stronghiol ne A
they called the  Citadel,” has, Mgl ﬁ&'wﬂ'f sev-
entesu large Parrott gups, placed by eur froops so as to
completely command it, fallen into our hands. The Major
who commanded the construstion of the work informed
me that ** when he leit Port Hudson the fiag of the Repub-
lie wus flying over the Citadel ™ 'Phia Qitadel is .
treme right of the rebel worke, and from it our
recaived most annoysnee. 1t is now mwpb”?:
trm]:gn, o < wdf 3l

The most vigorous efforts are being m along
line, from right to left. An ntllekR in ok ‘:
pected. 'The final conflict ia certain to come off on ot be-
fore the 4th of July It will be made with our works
stronger and nearer those of the rebels than at any time-
previously. With thess advantages is another, the works
Are mMore numerous. :

A vigorous bombardment is u t and day, and
this is now telling wndurfnl]upi: zu?ng. Alymuly
a leng breach has been made |,;I the outer works of the
enemy, hesides the vast carnage created inside.

New ORLEANS, JUNE 30, 1863,

A murderous aflaic came off at Donaldsonville on Sun-
day wmorning last, The enemy attem to. earry our
little fort at that poiot by storm, but fi in the attempt,
aud retreated with a loss of over one hundred killed out-
right and one hundred and tweuty prisoners, . The attaclk:
was made by u Texas regiment, and vearly every officer i,
it waa either killed or prisoger. Qur loss waa only
five kilied and fourteen wounded. The United Stutes
steamer Princess Hoyal participated, and it was her fire
that told with euch fenrful effect upon the enemy.

With the exception of the above every thing iu the de-
partment remaing se in my last, snd ‘must do so until the
fate of Port Hudson is decided. The United States
steamer Tennessee, just down from Springfield Landing,
reports that our approsches are within twenty yards of
the ememy's citadel. The attack msy come off at svy
moment.

The wounded officers and men in the nb, wre
&ary l:ir_rll. l_(}eu.d.ﬂharm(;n wgl be :thle to leave ﬁll'.lotl:‘,

orth in & few days. Gen. Payne, although having.
bis leg, is doing very well. Uap{n;loﬂoﬂl goes, m&,
tha;vﬁu: Guvartllalmn; trang hth

o hear nothing from o line of the Opelousas

railrond, except that the rebels at Brashear City are run.,

ning scross the Atchafayls river all the articles they eap-

tured at that point g3
NEw ORLEANS, JUNE 2ith, 1863,

The *victory' of Sunday at Lafiurche erossing was
followed by the speedy retreat of the Federal fofces to
Bute station. Before leaving- Lafourche they burnt the
talroad bridge at the crossing, and several of the returned

soldiers say that they spiked their battery aod threw the
guos into the boyou. At Bute station they proceeded to
entench themselves, and their subsequent operaticns are
gignificanily summed up in the return of them:ﬂ

regiment te this city yesterdny, with word that ‘the r

were cowming,’ and the return this mormng ot the 2€th
Massschurett:, sen: over ae a nl-uurmmmt Saturday
evening. The C-ufederstes mennwniie tore up a mile or
more of the t-ack west of the eroesing, and between the
two forces—Federals and Confederates—the Opelousas
road may be convidered destroyed as a ‘medium of com-
munication.’ :

. Tho force at Brashear_expected an atiack ; but they
looked for the advauce from Latourche, and were fairly
surprised—literally, na well as in & militery seuse—when
at daylight on Tueaday morning two batteries, plasted
the mght previous, opened upon them from Berwick city,
opposite: and vot an heur after eame crashiog through

o woods & mixed mass of horse aud footmen. There
were not more than six hundred vl toem, ane they wers
# part of Mouton's force from the west bank of the Teehe:
They crossed on rafis and flat boatsy landing on the seutt
bank of Lake Palondre, chaiged inte town, snd oawme in
the rear of the Federals, who were looking for sn advance
upon Bayou Beuf It was shert work. There wasno
fighting. The provost marshal snd s few men near the
bay succeeded in getting on board the Holyhoek.. The
rest were ‘ gobbled.' ' Ldeia

As a ruid, surprise, or ‘ gobble,’ it was & moust impors
tant achievement for the Confederates, sod & disaster to
the Federals. There are no means of knowing precisely
the number of men who wers taken prisoners. . They
were voluntesrs belonging to the Tweoty-third. Conneetts
cut, the One Hundred snd Seventy sixth New York, and
the First Indinon battery, with eeveral sick snd couvales-
cent men. Two thoussnd pegroes—men, women, and
childron—were in the city, not one of whoo. escaped.

FROM SOUTH CAROLINA.

The travsport steamer Arago, from Port Royal oo the
Ath instant, bas arrived at New York with maile, stores,
and two hundred and seventy passengers, among whom
are geveral army officers.

Admiral Dahlgren arrived at Port Royal on the wmora-
ing of the 4th. ;

We stated yesterday, on the authority of the ‘“New
Sonth™ of the 27th uitimo, that it had been decided to
make no setive military movements in that J.prm
duriog this suwwmer, The reason nssigned for thin decision
is that the troopa are insufficient to enable Gen. Gilmors
to nssume the offenvive. The troops not necessary to the
defence of the linea now m‘.cupiml bj' the Union forees are
to be sent to other military departments,

Ou tha 24th uitimo the rebals on Morris Teland: sghio
opened on our pickets at Folly Island. One private was
killed snd snother wounded. This makes thres men killed
and two wounded, ns the result of several thousand shells
nnd a lnrge quantity of solid and grape shot expended oo
Folly Inland by the rebels. :

Gon. Gilmore has issued an order defining what conasti”
totes desertion, and another snnouneing that he will hold
all officers responsible for the men in their commands who
straggle beyond their lines,

The snnexed parsgraphe are copied l‘rnfq the “Néw
South,” the first one being from its number of the 27th
ultimo, and the remsining two from ite number of the 4th
inatant : )

A NEGRO SOLDIER SENTENCED TO BE HUNG,

Bergeant Robert Sutton, Co. G, First Regiment 8. C,
Voluntesrs, was charged with mutiny before & court mar-
tinl, the specifications being that O or about the m“f
of May, 1563, on board the steamer Saxon, at Fernandina,
Florida, he did cause & mutiny smong the ealisted . of
his detachment, under eommand of Capt. i m;
dolph, of snid regiment, by agitating the §
measures of his supariM Um“l'l, to wit : sty of
going on to the mainland, and did declare in the presence
and hearing of other enlisted mon of said regiment that he
did not iotend to go on to the mainland, even though the
expedition should go ; and that on the evening of the 25th
day of Mny, 1563, in St. Simon's Sound, Georgis, when
thero was & muting among the men of the detachment to
which he belonged, on board the steamer Saxoa, be did
not use his utmost endeavors to suppress the ammne, but
when in the surf boat alongside said stesmer and when
ordered by his commanding officer, Capt. William J. Rans
dolph, to disarm s mutinous man, did neglect and refuse to
do w0, e wana found guilty of the charge and the second.
specification, but not guiity of the first ifieati He
was sentenced to be huug by the nech until he is dead,
at such time and place as the General Commanding shall
desiguate

RECA TURE OF A NOTED REGRO PRISONER

On Wednesday afternoon last Bergeant Miohasel (hl)nu.
of the Third South Carclina Regiment, who a few
since escaped from the proves: guard-house, after bo bad
been convieted ©y ecurt-murtinl and sentenced to be hung,
for the murder vi Prinee Draytos, servant to Capt. F. C.
Ford, post commissary, was arrested in some bushes near
Mitehellville. Capars bas been hiding himself on the island
ainee hia escnpe, and when arreatod had on n man-of-war-
man's rig, which he had probably obtained by exchange
with some deserter from the navy. e gave himsell up
without resistance. IHa was ironed and handed over to
the provost officers, who had in the mean time arrived.
Heo s closely guarded and cannot escape, but be s not -
very well resigued to hig fate, which he i now convinced:
i to be death. 4

SUMMARY EXECUTION OF A NEGRD ntaﬂ,‘l'u.. -

For some fime past there bave been frequent b
from the colored regiments in this dep ;
laxity of discipline iu treating such cases to bad

results, 8 motinous spirit manifestiog iteslf prominsutly io

somo instances. On Saturday some eaught,
among them several who had Jeft being mustered
in, nod to whom the axonss of ignoranee might apply. Bat

in the number was one Willism 8pan, s prominent deser-
ter, who had been warned in vaio, and who had despisod
all threate.  Col. Montgomery had this man brought be
fore him on Sunday morning, and naked him if be bad

defence to make. The deserter said he had nove atail.
Col. M. Inquired if he had aoy reason to urge why he
should not be shot for hia offence. He replied that ho bad
none, that be waa in the Colonel's hande, and, that be could
do with him as he saw fit. “ Then,” said 00‘“‘!3
“Cyon will ba whot at half-paat nine o'olock this moming."
And st that hour he was shot to death, in the presence of

hin regiment. Col. Mon subsequently reported
mhhiuu;ﬂum we are not aware th

hia course has been disapproved.




